Should Christians Make or Watch Horror
Movies?
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1. Introduction

Horror films have long captivated audiences with their exploration of fear, the supernatural, and
the unknown. For Christians, this genre presents both challenges and opportunities. While some
view horror as incompatible with Christian values, others see it as a medium to explore profound
spiritual truths. This eBook aims to examine whether Christians should engage with horror
movies, either as viewers or creators, by analyzing theological principles, cultural contexts, and
artistic expressions.

The question of whether Christians should watch horror movies is nuanced and varies among
individuals and denominations. While the Bible doesn't explicitly address modern media like
horror films, it offers principles that can guide believers in making entertainment choices. Instead
of asking if a Christian should make or watch horror movies, perhaps we should ask how a
Christian should approach any topic in a visual medium.

Perspectives on Horror Movies



2. Theological Foundations

Christian theology emphasizes discernment, the pursuit of truth, and the rejection of evil.
Scriptures encourage believers to focus on what is pure and uplifting (Philippians 4:8). However,
the Bible also contains narratives filled with violence, supernatural events, and moral
complexities, suggesting that confronting darkness can lead to deeper understanding and faith.

We mustn’t ignore the implication and commands from Ephesians 6 to put on the Armor of God.
If there isn’t a spiritual war that we are to actively engage in for our souls, then offensive and
defensive weapons would not have been given us.

3. The Horror Genre: An Overview

Horror films often delve into themes of good versus evil, the afterlife, and moral dilemmas.
Religious horror, a subgenre, specifically incorporates religious symbols and narratives, such as
exorcisms and demonic possessions, to explore spiritual conflicts. Films like The Exorcist and
The Omen exemplify this, using Christian motifs to heighten the sense of fear and moral tension.
Wikipedia+1AP News+1

4. Christian Perspectives on Watching Horror

Cautionary Views

Some Christians argue that horror movies can expose viewers to fear, anxiety, and spiritual
darkness. They believe such content might desensitize individuals to violence or glorify evil,
which contradicts the peace and hope offered by faith. They caution against consuming media
that may negatively impact one's spiritual well-being, and assert that watching horror films is
inherently wrong and equate it with glorifying satanic elements.

Discernment and Personal Conviction

Others suggest that watching horror movies isn't inherently sinful or harmful but requires
personal discernment. They emphasize evaluating whether a film aligns with Christian values
and whether it affects one's conscience or spiritual health. This perspective encourages believers
to consider their motivations and the content's impact on their faith

Again, how the material is presented is key. What is not seen can be more impactful than graphic
visuals, because our imaginations are powerful. Think of how many G-rated Disney movies are
scary to young children. Conversely, visuals do last longer in our memories, and we don’t want
to desensitize ourselves to the real violence in our world. We must evaluating the content,
themes, and personal reactions to determine suitability.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_horror?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Appreciative Engagement

A different viewpoint sees horror as a genre that can explore themes of good versus evil, the
supernatural, and the human condition. Some Christians appreciate horror films that depict the
triumph of good over evil or provoke thoughtful reflection on moral and spiritual issues

As Flannery O’Connor says, we must be willing for the characters in a story to go to hell, in
order to protect the viewer from the same consequences. Seeing a character face and overcome
evil allows us the confidence to do the same in real life. Such films can serve as modern parables,
illustrating the battle between good and evil.

5. The Case for Christian Horror Filmmaking

Christian filmmakers have the opportunity to use horror as a tool to convey spiritual truths,
challenge moral complacency, and explore the consequences of sin. By crafting stories that
depict the triumph of good over evil, they can offer hope and provoke meaningful discussions
about faith. Films that respectfully integrate religious themes can resonate deeply with audiences
seeking both entertainment and spiritual insight.

6. Navigating the Tension: Art, Faith, and Fear

Engaging with horror requires balancing artistic expression with theological integrity. Christians
involved in creating or consuming horror media should consider the following:The New Yorker

e  Intent: What message does the film convey?
e Content: Does it glorify evil or expose it to highlight the need for redemption?
. Impact: How does it affect one's faith and worldview?

By thoughtfully addressing these questions, Christians can navigate the horror genre in a way
that aligns with their beliefs.

7. Conclusion

The horror genre, with its capacity to explore profound themes of fear, evil, and redemption, can
be both challenging and enriching for Christians. Whether choosing to watch or create horror
films, believers are called to exercise discernment, ensuring that their engagement with the genre
fosters spiritual growth and aligns with their faith values.


https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-christian-oscars?utm_source=chatgpt.com

When considering whether to watch a horror movie, Christians might reflect on the following:
* Content Evaluation: Does the film glorify evil, or does it portray the victory of good over evil?
e Spiritual Impact: Does watching the movie draw you closer to God or create fear and anxiety?

* Conscience Check: Do you feel a personal conviction or discomfort about viewing such
content?

* Purpose of Viewing: Are you watching for entertainment, or does the film offer meaningful
insights aligned with your faith?Scripture SavvyBiblical Pathway

Ultimately, the decision to watch horror movies is personal and should be made with prayerful
consideration, seeking guidance from Scripture, and being attentive to one's conscience.
Engaging with media thoughtfully ensures that one's choices align with their faith and spiritual
well-being.
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9. Resources

1. Why Christians SHOULD Make Horror Movies, by Ryder the Omniscient, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6zieup9-4U

2. Why Christians SHOULD Watch (Some) Horror Movies, by Dillon Villart, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEtPrgPhAoY

3. “Don’t Look Away” Devotional, https://www.uncommonvoices.faith/dont-look-away

Note: This eBook is a synthesis of various perspectives and is intended for thoughtful reflection.
Readers are encouraged to consult additional resources and engage in personal discernment
when considering the themes discussed.
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